
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Avery Z. Nelson Ashes to Ashes
 
September 16 - November 5, 2022
Opening Reception: Friday, September 16, 6-8 pm

Rachel Uffner Gallery is pleased to present Ashes to Ashes, an exhibition of 
new works by artist Avery Z. Nelson. Nelson’s paintings explore bodies as 
they edge, erupt, and expand. Colors and textures, curves and cuts, body parts 
melt to become landscapes and monuments to become mere individuals. The 
non-binary artist creates worlds where the singular contemporary person finds 
its multitude, its many selves. 
 
In their persistent practice, Nelson has built a language of tension and release, 
of bodies moving, swinging, embracing; the dance floor; listening with every 
orifice of the body, a thread made of the taste of sweat, frequencies weaving 
the spaces in between, morphing contours and mapping fleeting moments of 
connection. The fantasy of writing a poem on a napkin in a crowded queer 
space, feeling the gravity of the alienating world, and then feeling seen, held by 
this gathering of kindred strangers. 

But what if it all shuts down? And then it did.

Ashes to Ashes whispers echoes of that time, while softly collecting and 
rearranging fragments of self and memory. Having witnessed the bitterness of 
isolation, here in their paintings, Nelson creates poetic spaces to hold the depth 
of mourning and becoming. Body parts fade in and out of colorfields, destined 
for decomposition, vibrating between stillness and motion, figuration and 
indeterminacy. For years, the trans artist has explored the body as it folds upon 
itself, the bending of a leg, an armpit, the meeting of the many layers of 
voluptuous fat, resting muscles, the body the fragments. In Ashes to Ashes, a 
landscape doubles as headscape, the contour of two delicious buttcheeks 
becomes a face in profile, and an ancient sculpture of a young boy  has been 
painted with tits and a dick, as self-portrait. 

These days the non-binary painter contemplates the Möbius strip. With a little 
twist, what was once to be a simple ring becomes a mini paradox. Try to move 
it or move through it, and the interior and the exterior will switch places 
infinitely. All that one can hold on to is the sharpness of the edge, and even 
there, one longs to become lost—no straight paths. The Möbius Strip is the 
simplest form of a whole universe of what topology calls “the non-orientable 
surfaces.” Through their trans body, Nelson too imagines the edges as they 
become invisible even to themselves. What a flirt.
 

-Yasi Alipour & Avery Z. Nelson



Avery Z. Nelson (b. 1983, Rhinebeck, NY) earned an MFA in Visual Art from 
Columbia University, New York, NY. Their work has been exhibited at venues 
including the Rubber Factory, New York, NY; JDJ The Ice House, Garrison, NY; 
The Lighthouse Works Gallery, Fishers Island, NY; Western Exhibitions, 
Chicago, IL; Harper’s, East Hampton, NY; Mana Contemporary, Jersey City, 
NJ; Klaus Von Nichtssagend Gallery, New York, NY; and the DePaul Art 
Museum, Chicago, IL, to name a few. Nelson was awarded a residency at the 
Sharpe-Walentas Studio Program in 2019. Nelson currently lives and works in 
Brooklyn, NY. 

Images: Avery Z. Nelson, Kritios Boi, 2022, oil and textured medium on canvas, 60 x 39 
1/2 x 1 1/2 in. (152 x 100 x 3.5 cm)

Please call +1 (212) 274-0064 or email info@racheluffnergallery.com for more 
information. 
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